
Public Information  
Meeting Summary
November 20, 2024

Amanda Primary School Cafeteria Amanda, OH 
5-7 PM – Public Information Meeting

Carnation Solar hosted an in-person public 
information meeting (PIM) on November 20, 
2024. The PIM consisted of an open house 
style meeting where attendees could view 
boards with information, ask questions to team 
members and submit comments. 

National Grid Renewables had around two 
dozen staff and subject matter experts on hand 
to discuss:

• Construction

• Engineering

• Acoustics

• Property values

• Environmental assesments

• Development and permitting

• Ohio-based First Solar manufacturing 
representative

HOW WE GOT THE WORD OUT
We conducted outreach about the public 
information meeting (PIM) and additional 
engagement opportunities in several ways.

1. Letter mailing to local Amanda Township 
residents and elected officials. 

2. Webpage updates with information about the 
date, time, location, purpose of the meeting 
and meeting format details.  

HOW WE HEARD FROM YOU
Public comments were collected in a variety 
of ways.

109 paper comment forms 

Various verbal feedback collected by 
Project team members

WHAT WE HEARD
Top 5 common themes

Farmland preservation 

Visual impacts

Construction (noise, operations, safety)

Wildlife 

Property values

WHAT WAS AVAILABLE 
Materials and handouts were prepared for the 
meeting to assist team members, educate 
attendees and gather feedback.

  182 attendees!
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Solar Farms: 
Answers to Your Questions

|  1

Solar Energy: 
Frequently Asked Questions



• Handouts 

 » National Grid Renewables overview sheet 

 » Solar myth buster packet 

 » Solar energy FAQ’s packet 

 » Solar panel glare fact sheet 

 » Economic impact sheet 

• Project highlight boards

• Project visualizations 

• Maps and property values analysis

• Question specific signs directing attendees to 
subject matter experts

Check out our website  
to see all the materials!

(740) 761-7879

CONTACT

nationalgridrenewables.com/in-development/carnation-solar
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Carnation Solar
Potential Plant Species Examples
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Medium Deciduous Tree
Acer rubrum / Red Maple
Carpinus caroliniana / American Hornbeam
Gleditsia triacanthos / Honey Locust
Ostrya virginiana / American Hophornbeam
Populus tremuloides / Quaking Aspen

Small Flowering Tree
Aesculus glabra / Ohio Buckeye
Amelanchier x grandiflora / Apple Serviceberry
Cercis canadensis / Eastern Redbud
Crataegus crus-galli / Cockspur Hawthorn
Hamamelis virginiana / Common Witch Hazel

Large Shrub
Cornus racemosa / Gray Dogwood
Rhus typhina / Staghorn Sumac
Salix discolor / Pussy Willow
Viburnum lentago / Nannyberry
Viburnum prunifolium / Blackhaw Viburnum

Medium Shrub
Aronia melanocarpa / Black Chokeberry
Cornus sericea / Red Twig Dogwood
Corylus americana / American Hazelnut

CONCEPT PLANT SCHEDULE MODULE 2
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Morella pensylvanica / Northern Bayberry
Sambucus canadensis / American Elderberry

CONCEPT PLANT SCHEDULE MODULE 2
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Solar Panel Array A

Large Deciduous Tree
Acer saccharum / Sugar Maple
Celtis occidentalis / Common Hackberry
Gymnocladus dioica / Kentucky Coffeetree
Liquidambar styraciflua / Sweet Gum
Quercus macrocarpa / Bur Oak

Medium Deciduous Tree
Acer rubrum / Red Maple
Carpinus caroliniana / American Hornbeam
Gleditsia triacanthos / Honey Locust
Ostrya virginiana / American Hophornbeam
Populus tremuloides / Quaking Aspen

Large Evergreen
Abies balsamea / Balsam Fir
Abies concolor / White Fir
Picea glauca / White Spruce
Pinus strobus / White Pine

Small / Medium Evergreen
Abies balsamea phanerolepis / Canaan Fir
Juniperus virginiana / Eastern Red Cedar
Picea glauca `Densata` / Black Hills Spruce

Medium Shrub
Aronia melanocarpa / Black Chokeberry
Cornus sericea / Red Twig Dogwood
Corylus americana / American Hazelnut
Ilex verticillata / Winterberry
Morella pensylvanica / Northern Bayberry
Sambucus canadensis / American Elderberry
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Black ChokeberryNorthern 
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WinterberryElderberryGrey Dogwood
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Hophornbeam

Kentucky Coffeetree Hackberry Red Maple Quaking AspenSugar MapleAmerican
Sweetgum

Eastern 
White Pine

Eastern 
Red Cedar

Eastern 
Redbud

Common Witch 
Hazel

Ohio Buckeye Serviceberry

Black Hills SpruceWhite FirBasalm Fir

The Sound of Solar
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Do photovoltaic solar projects create sound?
While solar panels do not produce sound, there is some equipment associated with solar projects 
that can create sound. The primary sources of sound are inverters and 
transformers. Inverters and medium voltage transformers are typically interspersed among the 
solar array, and a high voltage transformer is located at the project substation. Transformers 
can produce sound day or night as they remain energized at night while inverters typically 
operate during the day when the sun is out, but may also produce sound at night at a reduced 
level.

Secondary sound sources include trackers which would be located throughout the solar array. 
Trackers generally produce lower sound levels relative to inverters, and they typically only 
operate for a few minutes per hour during the day as they rotate the panels to track the sun.

As shown in this chart, the sources associated with solar are relatively lower in sound pressure 
level than many other everyday sounds.

Ohio State Limit for Solar, 40 dBA

Or the project area ambient daytime and nighttime sound level (L50) plus 5 dBA
Reference: OAC 4906-4-09(E)
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Recording Studio

Soft Whisper at ~6 feet

Wood Planar at Operator’s Ear

Bird Call at ~10 feet

Air Conditioner (window)

Electric Shaver at ~2 feet

Large Dog Barking at ~50 feet

Concrete Mixer at ~50 feet

Snowmobile at ~50 feet

Gas Mower at Operator’s Ear

Jack Hammer at ~50 feet

Dog Kennel (Inside)

Rock Concert (next to speakers)
Ship Engine Room

Factory (Inside)

Airplane (Inside)

Along a Busy Highway

Office

Quiet Residence
(Inside)

Conversational Speech
Washing Machine
at ~ 3 feet

Quiet 
Residential
Community

Rural Area with No Insects or Wind

Hearing Test Lab

Remote 
Farm Area

Music Venue (Inside)

Wind through Trees (10 mph)
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Carnation Solar
Amanda Township, Fairfield County, Ohio

Potential PV Panel Area
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Potential PV Panel Area represents the maximum boundary
for installation of PV panels, based on the following
setbacks:
- 300-foot setback from non-participating residences
- 50-foot setback from non-participating parcels
- 25-foot setback from mapped streams
- 150-foot setback from edge of public roads
The Project footprint will not cover this entire area.

carnationsolar@nationalgridrenewables.com

740.761.7879nationalgridrenewables.com/ 
in-development/carnation-solar carnationsolar@nationalgridrenewables.com

Decommissioning Plan

Our decommissioning plan ensures the safe 
dismantling and removal of the solar facility at  
the end of its operational life.

Decommissioning Process:

 • A decommissioning plan is submitted to the OPSB before  
  start of construction.

 • A decommissioning bond is posted prior to the construction.

 • Every five years during operation:

   — Update the decommissioning plan.

  — Conduct an independent engineering assessment to  
   verify the decommissioning plan.

  — Reassess a performance bond to match updated  
   decommissioning costs.

 • Solar facility is fully dismantled within 12 months of  
  ceasing operations.

  — All components are removed including infrastructure  
   and cabling up to 36 inches deep. 

  — The land is restored to pre-construction condition. 

740.761.7879nationalgridrenewables.com/ 
in-development/carnation-solar carnationsolar@nationalgridrenewables.com

Road Use Agreements

Purpose:
Road use agreements protect local infrastructure by requiring 
inspections of roads and bridges before construction begins, and after 
solar facility decommissioning is complete to document and maintain 
their condition throughout the solar project lifetime.

Requirements:
 • Pre- and post-decommissioning assessment surveys ensure  
  infrastructure is restored to prior condition.

 • An established road use bond held by the county ensures there  
  are funds for repairs.

 • Road closures will be publicly available at least five days  
  in advance.

 • If roads are damaged during construction, simple repairs will  
  be made within 48 hours.

Road Use Agreement Standards:
Any repairs to infrastructure due to damage during decommissioning 
must meet OPSB specifications, ensuring public infrastructure quality.

740.761.7879nationalgridrenewables.com/ 
in-development/carnation-solar carnationsolar@nationalgridrenewables.com

Project Timeline 

Public outreach and 
information meetings

Seek permit from the 
Ohio Power Siting 
Board (OPSB)

Construction

In-service

2024

2025

2026

2027

2028

Conceptual Landscape Illustrations
Carnation Solar

Example Plant Species
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Landscape Planting Module 1
400 ft segment shown as example

Landscape Planting Module 2
400 ft segment shown as example

Landscape Planting Module 3
400 ft segment shown as example

Conceptual illustration representing Module 3 
plantings at approximately 5 to 7 years after 
installation

Conceptual illustration representing Module 2 
plantings at approximately 5 to 7 years after 
installation

Conceptual illustration representing Module 1 
plantings at approximately 5 to 7 years after 
installation
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